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1. Climate change is unavoidable. The need for adaptation actions is urgent. This does however not exempt those responsible for greenhouse gas emissions to do all that is technically possible to reduce emissions and to increase sinks for CO2, including stopping the destruction of the Amazone tropical rain forest and stopping the systematic burning of forests in e.g. Indonesia for farming. 

2. The first victims of sea level rise will be low laying coastal regions and islands, such as Tuvalu, Kiribati and Fiji. Small island states in the Caribbean and the Pacific region have organized themselves in the Association Of Small Island States (AOSIS) to better represent their interests in international negotiations and to better organize self reliance. AOSIS includes 43 states and 10 million people. Unmitigated sea level rise is an indirect way of 'environmental warfare' leading ultimately to the destruction and possible displacement of nations as a result of the emission of large amounts of greenhouse gas emissions by other nations. The international community is to some extent ignoring this issue and has not yet fully recognized the rights of low island states to continue to exist or to be compensated for their loss of territory due to sea level rise and avoidance of relocation.

3. Sea level rise will lead to individual 'environmental refugees' which can be absorbed by other territories of a nation or by neighboring countries. However for the disappearance of small island nations, acceptance of individual refugees does not solve the loss of sovereignty over territory. Political aspects of eventual relocation should be investigated and options to cope with this problem should be soon developed. Rights of small islands states to prevent the need of relocation should be given similar weight as e.g. rights of farmers to be subsidized for their work or the rights of nations to be compensated for rapid phasing out CFC releases to the atmosphere. 

4. The increasing pace of the threat of storm damage and inundation of island states is often not recognized by the population of small island states due to a variety of reasons. The conference has shown however that raising awareness is possible as demonstrated by many initiatives such as the Dutch HIER campaign and that adaptation to a sea level rise of, on the long run, several meters is technically possible. Strategies can include a) sand suppletion to maintain beaches, b) creation of higher land with waste materials, sand from abroad etc., c) sea walls and reinforced coastline constructions, d) construction of floating devices and installations for housing, for renewable power generation, desalinization of water, or growing plants etc., e) creation of off shore new islands, etc.

5. Although long term defense of land against flooding due to climate change will remain affordable for a country like The Netherlands (costs are estimated to be 0.1-0.2 % of GDP) it may not be affordable for small island states as relative cost may be much higher. Lack of perspective may result in brain drain to safer regions. Adequate financial support to mitigate such developments, e.g. through the GEF, is lacking but needed and justified. Now that the cause of climate change has been scientifically established by the IPCC, the rights of small islands states to receive adaptation support (including financial) is evident. This should become part of the post Kyoto regime to cope with climate change. Ways to insure the special risks of low coastal regions should also be developed further, including the possibilities of direct contributions from the business community.  

6. The need to mitigate the causes and to adapt to the consequences of climate change have for a long time been denied and doubted by deliberately providing disinformation by certain groups in order to delay action. The result has been despair among NGO's and the public, and distrust in the effectiveness of national authorities to deal with climate change. Those who did not give up have however succeeded in reactivating the public agenda for climate change mitigation and for effective adaptation actions. The generation of creative ideas, improved international cooperation of NGO's and universities add to the growing capacity to deal with the issue.

7. In many of the low laying island states technical and governance capacity can be further improved, recognizing at the same time that these communities have shown great resilience under difficult conditions. Educational training programs of international NGO's, like WWF and the Red Cross, UNESCO and UNDP as well as universities play a crucial role in capacity building in these communities, particularly if this training is targeted towards those working on the ground on adaptation projects, and towards integrating adaptation capacities to various professional sectors. Capacity building should be country and environment specific. The conference identified and initiated opportunities for better collaboration between universities in the English and Spanish speaking small island nations. 
8. The conference stressed the need to better integrate the issue of climate change into international development cooperation programs and local development priorities. 

9. Networks of collaborating universities already exist, such as the university consortia of small island states, with its secretariat at the University of the West Indies, coordinating the collaboration of universities working in the Pacific, Caribbean, and South Asia. UPEACE may contribute to facilitating further forms of collaboration with university networks in the North and by providing capacity building in the fields of conflict prevention and resolution.

10. Other ways UPEACE may contribute to improving the collaboration within university networks is by providing updates on multidisciplinary skill development, exchange of visiting professors, coordinating curriculum development efforts, and assisting in the distribution of best practices and skills development material to partner institutions. 
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